FAMILY RELATIONS

passions of your sex are easier raised than allayed. Do not there-
fore boast too soon or too strongly of your insensibility to, or resist.
ance of, its powers. In trie composition of the human frame there is
a good deal of inflammable matter, however dormant it may lie for a
time, and like an intimate acquaintance of yours, when the torch is
put to it, that which is within you may burst into a blaze ; for which
reason and especially too, as I have entered upon the chapter of ad-
vices, I will read you a lecture from this text."

Not long after this was written, Nelly, as already
mentioned, was married at Mount Vernon to Wash-
ington's nephew, Lawrence Lewis, and in time be-
came joint-owner with her hushand of part of that
place.

As early as 1785 a tutor was wanted for "little
Washington," as the lad was called, and Washington
wrote to England to ask if some " worthy man of the
cloth could not be obtained," "for the boy is a re-
markably fine one, and my intention is to give him a
liberal education." His training became part of the
private secretary's duty, both at Mount Vernon and
New York and Philadelphia, but the lad inherited his
father's traits, and " from his infancy . . . discovered
an almost unconquerable disposition to indolence."
This led to failures which gave Washington " extreme
disquietude," and in vain he "exhorted him in the
most parental and friendly manner." Custis would
express "sorrow and repentance" and do no better.
Successively he was sent to the College of Phila-
delphia, the College of New Jersey, and that at An-
napolis, but from each he was expelled, or had to
be withdrawn. Irritating as it must have been, his
guardian never in his letters expressed anything but
affection, shielded the lad from the anger of his step-a new order of
